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Mack, a professo r of psychiatry at Ha rva rd Medical School and author of the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of T. E. Law rence, A Prince of Our 
Disorder, has done clinical work for more than three years with 76 alleged 
UFO abductees. In a groundbreaking study focusi ng on 13 ca es, he con­
cludes that these t raumatized patients- among t hem an electron ics techni­
cia n, a fine a rts professor , an accou ntant, a business executive-underwent 
authentic expe rie nces not based on de lus ion or hallucination. Like Budd 
Hopk ins's Intruders a nd David Jacobs's ecret Life, Mack' s subj ects re­
ported be ing" fl oated" aboard a craft by "grays" (o r othe r a liens), subjected 
to intrus ive med ical exams a nd having sperm a nd egg samples taken, 
apparently as part o f a breeding program to create alien/human hybrids. 

Where Mack's re por t d iffe rs is in its emphasis on the purported spiritua l 
aspects of t he abdu ction ex pe rience. Ma ny of his patients reported deep 
pe rsonal growth and he ighten d awa reness of human destructivness and of 
Earth's ecological cris is. Some abd uctees seemed to re live past lives during 
the rapy sessions; othe rs became open to contact with sp irit-entities; stil\ 
others said they possessed a "dual identi ty" as both alie n and human. Unlike 
Hop kins and J acobs, who tend to view s uch phenomena with skepticism as 
deceptive ploys in the a liens' overarching game plan, Mack wi shfully e m­
braces them as s ig ns t hat a hig he r intelligence is attempting to intervene in 
humanity' s destructive course . Whethe r that inte llige nce involves extrate r­
restrial huma noids or multidime ns iona l spi ri ts is a question Mack leaves 
open. 

His searching inquiry is among t he most cred ible a nd t hought-provoking 
of this genre. Photos not seen by PW. $200,000 paperbackfloCYr; L iterary 
Guild and Doubleday Book Clnb S£lections · author tour. A r.) 
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